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RE: HoW does society use evidence to judge the risks and benefits of medicine?

| am writing in response to the Academy of Medical Sciences’ (AMS) inquiry on how society uses evidence
to judge the risks and benefits of medicine. We are pleased that AMS is consulting on this topic. The
Wellcome Trust is also interested in this area — better understanding how society uses evidence to make
healthcare decisions is critical, and will help us to deliver truly impactful medical advances. It will be
important to incorporate the public and patient voice as your project progresses.

We particularly look forward to next month’s AMS/Wellcome workshop focused on the evaluation of
evidence in health. This will help to assess the strengths and limitations of using different types of research
evidence to inform health policy, particularly randomised controlled trials and observational data.

Other projects that we are working on include:

e Conducting in-house research to gain a better understanding of what activities our grant holders
are currently undertaking to engage policy makers, what types of support they need, and key
developments in the external landscape. This has involved analysis of grant reporting data,
development of a series of case studies, a survey of grant holders, and a review of existing toolkits
and guidance.

e Co-funding a research study in partnership with the Alliance for Useful Evidence and the What
Works Centre for Wellbeing. This will include a systematic review of available evidence on the
effectiveness of different approaches to promote research uptake into policy and practice, drawing
on knowledge from a range of fields, including social psychology and marketing. This will report in
spring 2016.

e Following on from the Ebola outbreak, organising an October workshop with the University of
Oxford and the World Health Organisation to explore data-sharing protocols and clinical trial design
during epidemics.
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e Organising a Frontiers meeting on ‘Digital Phenotypes - Health research in the digital age?’, which
will explore the research potential of digital health data captured outside of normal healthcare
settings through new platforms including wearables, health apps, mobile devices, social media,
forums, crowdsourcing, citizen science, and mobile tracking and surveillance. The meeting will take
place in November 2015 and will help to inform Wellcome’s thinking and strategy.

e Supporting the Office for Life Sciences’ Accelerate Access Review which, as you know, has a specific
workstream looking at how to incorporate the public and patient voice in decisions about
innovative treatments.

We look forward to sharing the results of these initiatives with you as they emerge, and eagerly await the

outcomes of your inquiry.
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