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‘Communicating evidence about medicines’ workshop  
 
Monday 6 June 2016, 10.00 – 16.30  
Academy of Medical Sciences, 41 Portland Place, London, W1B 1QH  
 
Agenda 
 
09.30 - 10.00 Registration 
10.00 - 10.05 
 
 

• Welcome from the Chair 
Professor Theresa Marteau FMedSci, Director of Behaviour 
and Health Research Unit, University of Cambridge 

Presentations: Initiatives in presenting the evidence about potential benefits 
and harms of medicines 
Chair: Professor Theresa Marteau FMedSci, Director of Behaviour and Health 
Research Unit, University of Cambridge 
10.05 - 10.10 
 
10.10 - 10.30 
 
10.30 - 10.45 
 
10.45 - 11.00 
 
11.00 - 11.15 

• Professor Sir David Spiegelhalter OBE FRS, Winton Professor 
of the Public Understanding of Risk, University of Cambridge 

• Dr Woloshin and Dr Schwartz, Co-Directors of Medicine in the 
Media Program, The Dartmouth Institute, US 

• Dr Sarah Rosenbaum, Senior Advisor and Information 
Designer, Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the Health Services 

• Professor Deborah Ashby OBE FMedSci, Co-Director, Imperial 
Clinical Trials Unit; Co-ordinator of PROTECT  

• Panel and audience discussion 
11.15 - 11.35 Refreshments 
11.35 - 11.40 
11.40 - 11.55 
 
11.55 - 12.10 
 
12.10 - 12.45 

• Re-cap of above talks by Professor Theresa Marteau FMedSci 
• Dr Andrea Beyer, Senior Expert Statistician, Actelion 

Pharmaceuticals Ltd 
• Dr Priya Bahri, Pharmacovigilance Lead for Guidelines and Risk 

Communication, European Medicines Agency  
• Panel and audience discussion  

12.45 - 13.30 Lunch 
Panel discussion on understanding and trustworthiness among publics 
Chair: Professor Sarah Cunningham-Burley, Professor of Medical and Family 
Sociology, University of Edinburgh 
13.30 - 13.50 
 
 
 
 
 
13.50 - 14.20 

Each to provide 5 minute introductory remarks: 
• Dr William Matthews, Senior Lecturer, University of Cambridge 
• Helen Baker, Associate, Community Health and Learning 

Foundation 
• Suzie Shepherd, Outgoing Chair, Royal College of Physicians 

Patient and Carer Network 
• Panel and audience discussion  

Presentation: Existing guidance for communicating risk, and are these 'fit for 
purpose'? 
Chair: Michael Blastland, Freelance journalist 
14.20 - 14.35 
 
14.35 - 14.50 

• Professor Adrian Edwards, Director, Institute of Public Health 
and Primary Care, Cardiff University 

• Audience discussion 
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14.50 - 15.50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.50 - 16.20 

Break-out groups 
To use case studies to identify barriers and possible solutions to the 
effective communication of quantitative evidence about the potential 
benefits and harms of medicines.  
Each to provide a five minute introduction to a case study in a 
breakout group: 
• Vaccines

• 

 - Professor Peter Openshaw FMedSci, British 
Society for Immunology  
Statins

• 
 - (TBC) 

Hormone Replacement Therapy

Group feedback and general discussion  

 - Eluned Hughes, Breast 
Cancer Now  

16.20 - 16.30  Key messages for the Oversight Group 
Professor Theresa Marteau FMedSci, Director of Behaviour and 
Health Research Unit, University of Cambridge 

16.30 Close 
 


