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Academy to explore challenges and opportunities to the health of 

the public in 2040 

 

A new project by the Academy of Medical Sciences aims to identify the main 

health challenges the UK population will face by 2040, and the opportunities to 

address them. 

 

Many of these challenges, such as potential pandemics, rising obesity and an 

ageing population, can only be fully addressed through measures to improve the 

health and wellbeing of the population as a whole, and by preventing disease 

before it reaches the clinic. 

 

The project offers an opportunity to introduce new thinking in this area, and to 

ensure that by 2040 multidisciplinary research underpins interventions to 

improve the health of the public, with highly skilled research workforce and 

strong links between evidence, policy development and service delivery. 

 

Professor Dame Anne Johnson DBE FMedSci, Chair of the Population and Lifelong 

Health domain, UCL and chair of the working group producing the report, said: 

“We face new social, environmental and economic challenges which will impact 

the health and wellbeing of a growing, diverse and ageing population. We need 

to rethink how to prevent disease, promote good health and harness new 

technologies to secure the health of the public. New research partnerships, 

methods and tools are critical in making this vision a reality.”  

 

The working group will consider opportunities and challenges, and factors 

affecting future trajectories across a range of fields (including economics, 

technology, demography and the environment), to develop a vision for the 

health of the public in 2040. This will inform recommendations - in terms of 



research evidence, research capacity, research infrastructure and the 

mechanisms for translating research into practice - within population health and 

related areas. 

 

The project’s terms of reference are as follows: 

 

1. To recommend to relevant decision-makers the requirements for 

supporting the health of the UK population in 2040 – in terms of research 

evidence, research capacity, research infrastructure and the mechanisms for 

translating research into practice. Specifically, the project will consider how to: 

 

a. Capitalise on the opportunities created by advances in all areas of science 

and technology. 

 

b. Bring together and ensure necessary research capacity across the full 

range of disciplines required to address future challenges. 

 

c. Ensure an appropriate interface between researchers, policymakers and 

practitioners. 

 

2. In pursuit of this aim, to address the following questions in the context of 

the future health of the UK population: 

 

a. What are expected to be the main challenges by 2040, and what are the 

opportunities to address them?  

 

b. What are the research and research infrastructure requirements to 

address these challenges and realise these opportunities?  

 

c. How can we effectively train and link researchers and practitioners?  

 

d. How can we ensure that the development of public policy and practice is 

informed by evidence (including from evaluation)? 

 



The final report will be aimed at policymakers, funders, researchers (including 

trainees), professional and regulatory bodies, public health service providers, 

and the public. It will be published in Summer 2016. 

 

 

- ENDS - 
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