
The Academy of Medical Sciences  

Policy on accepting donations 

The Academy of Medical Sciences fundraises to support the aims and objectives of the 
organisation.  We are grateful to our donors for their support and aim to give all donors 
appropriate acknowledgement and assurance that their gifts will be used for their intended 
purpose. 

We seek to be transparent in accepting donations, including those given in the form of 
money as well as gifts in kind such as physical objects (eg furniture), time (eg seconded 
staff) and services (eg complimentary publicity).   

We may sometimes require further information in relation to the source of a potential gift as 
it is essential that the source of any donation is not in conflict with the values or aims of the 
Academy.  We will strive to balance the need to carry out due diligence on donors and gifts, 
with the avoidance of unnecessary delay or invasion of donor privacy.  If there is any 
concern, there will be discussion with the potential benefactor prior to any decision to 
decline a gift.   

Principles 

When offered a gift, consideration will be given to whether acceptance would: 

 Damage or limit the operation of the Academy in fulfilling its stated objectives. 
 Compromise the Academy’s status as an independent organisation. 
 Damage the Academy’s integrity, public image or professional reputation. 
 Create a significant conflict of interest. 
 Harm relationships with other partners, funders or stakeholders. 
 Result in loss of support from other sources.  

Potential donations will be declined if acceptance would result in damage to reputation 
and/or a net loss to the Academy. 

In addition we do not accept donations: 

 from questionable or inappropriate sources 
 if the donor has acted illegally in the acquisition of funds 

Approval of gifts 

Decisions related to accepting or refusing a potential donation lie with the Academy’s 
Executive Director, President, Officers and ultimately Council. 

In general, approval will be sought for all substantial donations to the Academy as follows: 

 Any gifts over £1,000 will be referred to the Executive Director for approval. 
 Any gifts over £5,000 will be referred to the Officers for approval. 
 Any gifts over £50,000 will be referred to Council for approval. 
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