
 

Open Access policy   

The Academy’s mission is to create an open and progressive research sector to improve 

the health of people everywhere. We believe that unrestricted online access to scientific 

publications for all - Open Access (OA) - supports this ambition. We therefore work to 

build awareness of, and support for, OA amongst our Fellows and awardees. 

The Academy’s commitment to OA is demonstrated by its membership of the OA 

repository Europe PMC. Europe PMC is a free database of life sciences and biomedical 

research information, which includes 8 million full text articles and over 40 million 

abstracts. 

As a research funder, we require that awardees:  

• Ensure that peer-reviewed, original research publications are available 

immediately upon publication, if possible, or otherwise within six months of 

the publication date on Europe PMC, through utilising either a Gold or Green 

route to OA.  

 

• Many academic journals will make a published article OA if an article processing 

charge (APC) is paid. While the Academy will not fund APC fees separately from 

our research award, applicants may cost APC fees in their grant applications and 

where a publication has been funded wholly by the Academy of Medical Sciences, 

underspend on an AMS grant may also be used to meet the cost.  If Academy 

awards are to be used to pay for APCs, then we expect these publications to be 

OA at the point of publication and not within six months. 

 

• Where possible, awardees should seek to retain copyright.  Adopting a Creative 

Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license is recommended as it enables re-use of 

publications via text- and data mining. 

In line with our Open Access Policy, we are supportive of our researchers publishing 

their research in Open Access Journals and platforms, for example on the recently 

launched Health Open Research, which publishes a broad range of peer reviewed and 

non-peer reviewed article types, including study protocols, case reports, clinical 

practice articles, policy and position statements, policy briefs, meeting and 

conference materials and full papers.  For more information on journal Open Access 

routes, visit the Europe PMC website and the RoMEO Journals database.  

 

 

 

https://healthopenresearch.org/
https://europepmc.org/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

