
Declaration on Openness on Animal Research
The life sciences sector is at the forefront of developing ground breaking treatments and cures which transform the lives of 
humans and animals. To do this we need to increase understanding of normal biological functions and disease. Where possible, 
we use cells grown in a lab, computer models and human volunteers. When this isn’t possible, research may involve animals. 
When we need to use animals, we strive to reduce the number needed, and seek to develop viable alternatives.

Public acceptance of the use of animals in research has been strong over the last decade. Public scrutiny has also played an 
essential role in building the world-leading ethical framework that supports our research and ensures it meets the highest 
welfare standards, only using animals where no alternative exists.

Confidence in our research rests on the scientific community embracing an open approach and taking part in an on-going 
conversation about why and how animals are used in research and the benefits of this. We need to continue to develop open 
dialogue between the research community and the public.

We, the undersigned, commit to work together to establish a Concordat that will develop principles of openness, practical steps 
and measurable objectives which will underpin a more transparent approach to animal research.


